2012 Mission Barn Report
Friends of the Eastbrook Mission Barn:

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank each of you for your support of the Eastbrook Mission Barn in 2012.  As you will see from this report, we were able to impact many lives with our material support work with UMCOR this year.  Truly, this was a team effort, involving over 1,000 volunteer days and donations from hundreds of churches in at least three annual conferences.  Thanks to each of you who played a part in that effort, whether it was as a "player," a "prayer," or a "payer" (to use Diane Miller's terminology).

 

The volunteer work of Bob Falla - whom we call the "Assistant Director" of the Mission Barn - deserves special commendation.  Bob is a volunteer like everyone else, but he puts in so many hours that we track his time separately!  As you will see from the attached report, he contributed 591 hours last year (over 11 hours a week - as a volunteer!).  Without his help in ramp building, volunteer recruiting, maintenance and improvement of the facility, and in many other ways, we simply would not have progressed as far as we have in four short years.

 

Likewise, the many hours of service contributed by the ladies from the Highland House in New Castle have made a tremendous difference in our ability to do mission this year.  Under the leadership of Dick Craig (First UMC: New Castle), an ever-changing stream of volunteers build ramps, verify kits, and do a host of tasks at the barn.  Without these ladies, we would only get half the work done that we do!

 

In addition to UMCOR’s kit ministry we accomplished the following in 2012: 
· Erect 29 handicap access ramps this year, and further developed our relationship with the Beaver/ Butler/ and Lawrence County LIFE (Living Independence For the Elderly) organizations.  
· At least three regional teams of volunteers emerged as groups that we can call on to erect a ramp when a need arises.  
· We also began to solidify connections with the East Ohio UM Conference, and further cooperation is likely to follow in 2013.  
· We received Hurricane Sandy relief materials (mostly Cleaning Buckets) from East Ohio and Michigan, and began to establish ourselves as a legitimate regional UMCOR depot.  
· We established the Eastbrook Mission Barn (EMB) Satellite Network - a series of regionally-located sites where UMCOR materiel can be collected, processed, and forwarded to the Eastbrook Mission Barn.  Park UMC in North East, PA is the first of several planned satellite sites in the region.
· We began to develop our logistical support of the Western PA UM Conference Disaster Response efforts by equipping our box trailer with tools for Hurricane Sandy relief (and then sending the trailer with thee Early Response Teams in December).  In 2013 we plan to continue this development using funds we've received for Hurricane Sandy relief.  
· We continued to serve as the fiscal agent for His Hands Ministries, and provided storage for materials and tools related to this ecumenical, Lawrence County volunteer home-improvement project. 
· We provided training and coordination for several Youth and Adult groups during the WPA Conference Cooperative School of Christian Mission. 
· We received approval to proceed with our road improvement project, and will construct a new culvert in the spring - making it easier to get 18-wheel trucks to our loading dock.  
· We also created a new access road to the ramp-building area, completed installation of French drains to reduce moisture in the warehouse, and repaired the ramp leading into the barn at the ramp building room.
Everyone at the Eastbrook Mission Barn looks forward to another productive year of working under Christ to transform the world.  I pray that your New Years celebration (and the 364 days that follow) will bring you much energy, joy, and opportunity to express your gratitude in meaningful service.

 

Grace and Peace,

Nelson

 

 

Nelson T. Thayer
205 Church Lane
New Castle, PA  16105

home  724/652-1012
cell  724/462-4090 (preferred)
thayntt@comcast.net

